
The Sea Level Singer/Songwriter Festival  features an artistic silent auction 

with many of the area’s finest visual artists.  Martine Strohmeyer has 

assembled an all-star collection of artists who will showcase “musical 

masterpieces,” art that relates to music in some way. Artists include May 

Britton, Frances Cobb, Marie Costa, Donna Iona Drozda, Matthew Fine, 

Cindy Gill, Tony Hall, Nicole Harp, Nancy Kinzinger, Bob Lerner, Karla 

Mann, Clay McGlamory, Glen McClure, Jackie Merritt. Rick Nickle, Betty 

Owen, Jean Peacock, Ali Rogan, George Tussing, Don Watson, Julie 

Williams, Brenda Wright and Mary Yaeger. 

 

    May Britton was born in Honolulu and raised in the 

Washington, DC area.   May currently lives in Norfolk, VA.  Simple and 

earthy, her figurative and abstract works are done in clay, bronze and wax 

which are often in combination with natural materials such a wood, water 

and copper. Believing that nature influences our inherent sense of 

aesthetics, her work is often suggestive of naturally occurring forms. 

maybritton@yahoo.com 

 

 

Frances Cobb holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from VCU.  

She started her art career as a fashion illustrator for Richmond 

newspapers.   She taught art at Tidewater Academy in Wakefield, VA and  

in Virginia Beach Public Schools for twenty-seven years.  She enjoys 

painting the seashore where she lives and scenes from her travels.  

franvbxi@juno.com 

 

 

 

Marie Costa is a friend of Tidewater Artists Association and she 

has a studio at the Artists Gallery in Virginia Beach.   

 

 

 

Cathy Dixson is a Norfolk based freelance editorial and 

commercial photographer who specializes in photographing blues artists.  

She is a member of the National Press Photographers’ Association and 

donates her time and talents as a member of the Natchel’ Blues Network, 

Hampton Roads’ blues society.  She lives in the Ocean View section of 

Norfolk and enjoys shooting b/w portraits on the beach as well as local 

landscapes and the more unusual residents of Ocean View.  

cathydixson@cox.net 
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Painter/Educator and author Donna Iona Drozda is dedicated 

to creating a life ‘made by hand’. Her large graffito canvas tapestries and 

intimate mixed media dreamscapes shimmer with layers of literal and 

metaphoric meaning. Drozda’s mission is to share the awareness that a 

close association with nature and a proactive, creative self-expression have 

the capacity to elevate and balance mind, heart and spirit.  

drozda@donnaionadrozda.com 

 

Matthew Fine is a local sculptor who makes objects from glass 

that he casts in his studio and granite that he selects from the quarry. He 

has been producing and showing sculpture locally and nationally for  more 

than twenty years.  matthewfine@cox.net 

 

C. Stephenson-Gibbs is an award winning Virginia Beach 

artist.  This image is based on her interpretation of cacophony (the 

dissonance of harsh, loud discordant sounds that are difficult to 

understand) created by cackling blackbirds in her backyard.  Currently, she 

is a faculty member at the Visual Arts Center of Tidewater Community 

College at Olde Towne, Portsmouth, VA.  Her personal philosophy is that 

“ART IS LIFE” and is revealed to each of us in our everyday lives.  

lithoqueen2003@yahoo.com 

 

 

Tony Hall considers himself a student of art who has been studying 

art forty years.  He has studied under notable artists including Philip 

Perlman, Burt Silverman, Nelson Shanks, and Daniel Greene.  Tony’s 

specialty is portraiture. He has exhibited extensively and won many 

awards.  His work is found in art collections around the world.  Currently 

his studio is at the Artist Gallery in Virginia Beach.  You can see his work 

on his website:  tonyhallstudio.net 

 

 

 

Nicole C. Harp is an artist, photographer and Art Teacher at 

Granby High School.  Nicole has shown her work extensively and has 

work in many private collections.  She is primarily known for her large 

paintings with vivid colors and hidden meanings that float in and out of the 

picture plane.  This photograph shows the influence of the New York 

School of Modernists in her work. colefourart@aol.com 
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